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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


i;iii:i'  i:iiiiiiiiiii:iiiii:iiiiiiiiiiii!ii;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii«- 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Swinton  and  Pendle- 

BURY  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1895  there  were  registered  in  the  whole 
district  governed  by  the  Council  787  births  and  505  deaths.  Of 
these  former  557  were  in  Swinton  (which  in  this  case  includes 
Newtown,  now  in  the  westward  of  Pendlebury)  and  230  in  Pendle- 
bury.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  505,  distributed 
as  follows  : — 

Swinton  (including  Newtown)  =  292  I 
Pendlebury  (excluding  Newtown)  =  137  1 
Swinton  Industrial  Schools  =  14 1  yg 

Pendlebury  Children’s  Hospital  =  62  / 

Total .  505 

Since  my  last  Annual  Report  was  drawn  up  the  district  has  been 
divided  into  wards,  and  the  total  population  is  now  estimated  as 
follows  ; — 


Swinton  ; — 

Area. 

Population. 

North  Ward  . 

6,740  1 

14,000 

South  Ward 

7,260  i 

Pendlebury : — 

West  Ward... 

.  236  „ 

6,370  \ 

10,500 

East  Ward  ... 

.  746  „ 

4,130  i 

Total . . . 

24,500 

Swinton  ; — 

Ward  Death  Rates. 

North  Ward  .  17'83 

South  Ward  .  13  36 

Pendlebury  : — 


North  Ward  .  17'83 

South  Ward  .  13  36 

Pendlebury  : — 

West  Ward  .  21  03 

East  Ward .  18 '88 


(per  1,000  of  the  population.) 
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The  general  district  Death  Date  was  Swinton  15*50,  Pendlebury 
20*19.  The  Newtown  portion  of  Pendlebury  West  Ward  is  in  the 
Swinton  registration  district,  and  I  have  not  daring  the  year  received 
such  specific  details  regarding  the  Births  occurring  in  that  portion 
as  to  enable  me  to  properly  apportion  them  to  their  respective 
wards  ;  hence,  the  total  number  returned  for  Swinton  (557 — 281 
males  and  276  females)  will  include  Newtown,  and  the  total 
number  returned  for  Pendlebury  (230 — 124  males  and  106 
females)  will  be  exclusive  of  Newtown,  now  in  the  West  Ward  of 
Pendlebury.  The  Birth-rate  of  the  former  will,  therefore,  be 
32*76  per  1,000  population  (taken  as  17,000)  and  of  the  latter 
30*66  (taken  as  7,500). 

I  may  add  that  in  future  reports  I  hope  to  have  this  difficulty 
in  regard  to  vital  statistics,  in  their  relation  to  the  several  wards 
apportioned  under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894,  remedied, 
as  I  have  recently  requested  the  local  Degistrars,  as  far  as  they 
possibly  can,  to  furnish  me  henceforth  with  more  minute  and 
detailed  information  relating  to  each  separate  ward  in  the  district. 

The  rate  of  infant  deaths  to  1,000  births  for  the  whole  of  the 
district  was  162*6,  that  of  Swinton  (including  Newtown)  being 
157*9,  and  that  of  Pendlebury  (exclusive  of  Newtown)  173*4; 
the  figures  for  the  previous  year  being — Whole  district  188*3,  for 
Swinton  175*4,  and  for  Pendlebury  218*7.  It  is  satisfactory, 
therefore,  to  note  a  distinct  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me 
during  the  year  was  569,  including  52  at  the  Swinton  Industrial 
Schools.  These  will  be  found  classified  and  tabulated  amono-st  the 

O 

various  wards  of  the  district  in  Schedule  B  at  the  end  of  my 
report.  I  shall  have  occasion  to  dilate  more  fully  on  this  point  at 
a  later  stage  of  my  remarks. 


Comparative  Tables  of  Mortality  per  1,000  Population,  at 
Different  Ages,  and  from  Causes  Specified. 

TABLE  1. — Under  the  Age  of  One  Year. 


1895. 

1894. 

1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Swinton — 

North  Ward.. 
South  Ward  ... 

5-78 

3*85 

1  6-07 

6*07 

4*83 

5*80 

)  Whole  of 
j  Swinton. 

Pendlebury — 

West  Ward  ... 
Eastward  ... 

612 

5*32 

1  7*31 

7*06 

6*17 

8*40 

K  1  Whole  of 

fP’ndl’b’y 

5 


TABLE  II. —Zymotic  Diseases, 

(Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea.) 


1895. 

1 

1894. 

1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Swinton. 

North  Ward — 

Under  5  years  . 

2-52 

Under  5  years  3 "51 

1'60 

1-40 

3-40 

119 

5  and  upwards . 

0-59 

South  Ward — 

Under  5  years  . 

275 

5  and  upwards  0’65 

0-66 

0-47 

0-50 

0'46 

5  and  upwards . 

— 

Pendlebury. 

• 

West  Ward — 

Under  5  vears  . 

2-98 

Under  5  years  3 '88 

107 

0-30 

210 

079 

5  and  upwards . 

2-04 

East  Ward — 

Under  5  years  . 

1-21 

5  and  upwards  0'89 

OTO 

170 

079 

5  and  upwards . 

TABLE  III. — Diseases  of  the  Lungs. 


1895. 

1894. 

1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Swinton. 

North  Ward — 

Under  5  years . 

2-07 

j 

Under  5  years  2’94 

1-80 

1*81 

3-20 

2-51 

5  and  upwards . 

414 

i 

South  Ward — 

Under  5  years . 

0-96 

5  and  upwards  3'85 

4-53 

4-09 

510 

3-97 

5  an,d  upwards . 

2’06 

Pendlebury. 

r 

I 

West  Ward — 

Under  5  years . 

2-04 

Under  5  years  2‘23 

2'61 

3-54 

3  20 

1-90 

5  and  upwards . 

3-45 

1 

East  Ward — 

Under  5  years . 

217 

5andupwards  3‘28 

415 

478 

5-40 

470 

5  and  upwards . 

2-42 

TABLE  IV. — Unclassified  Diseases. — 1895. 


Under  Five  Years. 


Five  Years  and 
Upwards. 


SwiNTON — North  Ward  .  3‘56 

Southward  .  3T6 


2-81 

2-34 


Pkndlebuhy — West  Ward  .  5T8 

East  Ward  .  6'05 


3- 45 

4- 59 


Whole  of  Pendlebury.  Whole  of  Swinton.  |  Whole  of  Pendlebury.  Whole  of  Swinton, 
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TABLE  V. — At  Different  Ages, 


1895. 

1  Year  and 
Under  5. 

5  Years  and 
Under  15. 

15  Years  and 
Under  25. 

25  Years  and 
Under  65. 

65  Years  and 
Upwards. 

SWINTON — 

North  Ward  ... 

2-81 

0-59 

1T8 

5-34 

2-07 

South  Ward  ... 

3-16 

0-68 

0-27 

2-47 

2-89 

Pendlebury — 

West  Ward . 

4’39 

0-93 

1-09 

5-33 

3-14 

East  Ward  . 

4-11 

1'45 

— 

6-29 

1-69 

1894. 

SwiNTON  (whole) . . 

4-70 

0-85 

0-85 

5-68 

2  09 

Pendlebury  do. . . 

4-03 

1-49 

— 

4-47 

1-34 

From  Table  I.  it  will  be  observed  that  the  rate  of  infant  mor¬ 
tality  shows  a  slight  diminution  from  the  previous  year,  the  North 
Ward  of  Swintoii  and  the  West  Ward  of  Pendlebury  figuring  the 
more  largely.  Apart  from  the  influence  of  infectious  diseases, 
such  as  measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  whooping  cough,  the  diseases 
which  sweep  away  so  many  of  our  infant  population  come  under 
the  category  of  wasting  disease  of  the  bowels,  diarrhoea,  con¬ 
vulsions,  immaturity,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  inflammation 
of  the  lungs.  For  the  large  percentage  of  infant  deaths  coming 
under  these  various  heads,  parents  are  themselves  largely  to  blame, 
through  neglect  of  the  commonest  precautions  in  the  matter  of 
diet,  and  their  inattention  to  the  personal  care  of  their  children  at 
the  period  when  this  is  most  urgently  needed.  The  two  chief 
factors  in  the  production  of  this  greatly  increasing  evil,  are 
undoubtedly  ignorance  and  neglect,  and  although  it  is  a  lament¬ 
able  fact,  that  in  large  industrial  centres,  such  as  ours,  the  rate  of 
infant  mortality  is  much  higher  than  in  other  parts,  there  exists 
no  very  valid  reason  why  it  should  be  so.  In  these  days  of  nursing 
lectures,  technical  instruction,  and  cheap  literature  for  the  masses, 
there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  acquiring  accurate  information 
which  should  dispel  the  first  named,  whilst  the  strong  arm  of  the 
law,  wielded  with  a  merciless  severity,  should  now-a-days  be  amply 
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sufficient  to  deal  with  the  second,  at  any  rate,  in  all  cases  where 
such  neglect  could  fixirly  be  shown  to  be  intentional,  and,  therefore, 
criminal. 

The  Zymotic  Death-Hates  (Table  11.)  proved  highest  in  the 
South  Ward  of  Swinton  and  the  West  Ward  of  Pendlebury, 
Scarlet  Fever  being  the  principal  cause.  Typhoid  Fever  and 
Diarrhoea  were  also  responsible  for  a  large  proportion,  although 
not  materially  greater,  I  think,  than  in  some  previous  years. 
Whooping  Cough  was  the  principal  cause  of  Zymotic  mortality  in 
the  South  Ward  of  Swinton,  whilst  Measles,  although  largely 
prevalent  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  did  not  cause  a  very  high 
mortality  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

The  totcil  number  of  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  23,  out  of 
which  13  were  in  the  West  Ward  of  Pendlebury.  From  Typhoid 
Fever  there  were  12  deaths — North  Ward  of  Swinton  4,  and  West 
Ward  of  Pendlebury  8.  Of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  year  82  per  cent  were  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  by  far  the  greater  portion  being  over  the  age  of  five  years. 
This  disease  is  one  with  which,  under  present  conditions,  we  are 
utterly  unable  to  cope  satisfactorily,  and  during  the  current  year 
I  trust  that  an  earnest  effort  will  be  made  by  the  Council  to  largely 
increase  our  facilities  for  its  more  perfect  isolation.  As  things  at 
present  stand,  we  have  arrangements  with  Monsall  Hospital, 
Manchester  (which,  however,  will  now  very  speedily  need  revision), 
and  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Pendlebury,  for  the  reception  of  our 
cases,  but  the  latter  cannot  always  find  room  for  our  patients,  and 
the  former  is  such  a  long  distance  from  the  district  that  parents 
will  not  always  allow  their  children  to  be  removed  thither.  In 
view  of  the  consttint  increase  in  our  population,  and  of  the 
continued  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  Council  must  boldly  and  speedily  face  the  question  of  pro¬ 
viding,  either  separately  or  in  conjunction  with  one  or  more 
neighbouring  authorities,  a  hospital  for  the  reception  of  these 
cases.  Unless  this  be  done,  or  at  any  rate  unless  we  can  avail 
ourselves  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  hitherto  of  the  Children’s 
Hospital — that  being,  for  reasons  stated,  the  more  convenient — I 
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cannot  see  how  we  are  to  grapple  with  the  difficulty,  because 
proper  isolation  at  home,  under  the  circumstances  usually  found 
surrounding  the  bulk  of  the  cases,  is  absolutely  impossible.  As  I 
said  in  my  report  for  1894,  could  we  but  remove  the  first  case 
occurring  in  some  of  the  more  densely  populated  neighbourhoods, 
a  good  deal  might  be  done  to  lessen  its  spread,  but  I  would 
strongly  advise  you  to  make  further  provision  under  this  head  as 
early  as  possible.  I  am  informed  that  the  Council  have  for  some 
time  past  been  considering  a  scheme  to  provide  sufficient  Hospital 
accommodation,  so  as  to  be  ready  when  the  present  agreement  for 
the  reception  of  infectious  cases  at  Monsall  Hospital  is  determined 
by  the  Manchester  Corporation  in  June,  1897. 

I  think  the  Council  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  it  is 
far  preferable  and  more  effective  to  deal  with  this  matter  of  an 
infectious  disease,  such  as  Scarlet  Fever,  by  a  proper  system  of 
hospital  isolation  thoroughly  carried  out,  than  by  resorting  to  a 
periodical  closing  (whether  partially  or  generally)  of  the  Elemen¬ 
tary  Schools  of  the  district,  because  the  latter  method  is  not 
always  found  an  adequate  safeguard  against  the  spread  of  infection, 
although  it  may  sometimes  prove  a  valuable  adjunct. 

The  notified  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  numbered  49,  of  which  no 
less  than  35  were  from  the  North  Ward  of  Swinton  (17)  and  the 
West  Ward  of  Pendlebury  (18)  ;  the  remainder  being  equally 
distributed  between  South  Swinton  and  East  Pendlebury.  The 
North  Ward  of  Swinton  and  the  West  Ward  of  Pendlebury  were 
much  more  largely  affected  both  by  Typhoid  and  Scarlet  Fever 
than  the  other  parts  of  the  district,  doubtless  due  to  the 
greater  density  of  the  population,  for  whereas  the  combined  area 
of  South  Swinton  and  East  Pendlebury  Wards  is  1,721  acres,  with 
a  combined  population  of  11,390,  that  of  North  Swinton  and 
West  Pendlebury  is  501  acres,  with  a  population  of  13,110.  In 
connection  with  this  subject  I  would  mention  that  investigation  of 
many  of  the  cases  showed  that  not  a  few  contracted  the  disease 
from  outside  the  district,  and  in  many  instances  apparently 
trivial  causes  were  found  to  produce  the  disease  amongst  persons 
of  a  previously  debilitated  constitution.  There  has  been  a  most 
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laudable  desire  shown  by  the  Council  at  all  times  to  remedy 
sanitary  defects  wherever  pointed  out  by  the  Inspector  or  myself, 
and  a  large  number  of  improvements  in  some  of  the  older  class  of 
property  have  from  time  to  time  been  effected,  notably  in  the 
provision  of  better  accommodation  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and 
of  more  closets  and  ashpits. 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea  were  all  much  less 
prevalent  than  in  many  former  years,  and  though  the  two  former, 
like  Scarlet  Fever,  are  highly  infectious  diseases,  I  do  not  think 
the  mortality  has  shown  itself  to  be  extremely  high. 

Glancing  at  Table  TIL,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  again  in  the 
North  Swinton  and  West  Pendlebury  Wards  is  exhibited  the 
highest  death-rate  from  Lung  Diseases.  This  was,  for  the  former 
ward  4T4,  as  against  3*85  per  1,000  population  for  the  whole  of 
Swinton  in  the  year  1894  amongst  persons  over  the  age  of 
five  years).  For  West  Pendlebury  it  was  3'45  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion,  as  against  3 ‘28  for  the  whole  of  Pendlebury  in  the  year 
1894.  The  years  1893,  1892,  and  1891,  however,  exceeded  these 
rates  both  in  Swinton  and  Pendlebury,  so  that  in  this  respect  is 
also  shown  some  slight  improvement,  and  that,  too,  in  a  class 
of  disease  which  so  frequently  figures  very  largely  in  our  bills  of 

mortality. 

1/ 

Under  the  head  of  “Unclassified  Diseases,”  which  are  tabulated 
as  to  their  relative  mortality  to  age  in  my  fourth  table,  are 
enumerated  such  as  those  of  bowels,  liver,  brain,  kidneys,  and 
others,  never  specifically  catalogued  in  mortality  returns.  Those 
I  have  previously  mentioned,  such  as  mesenteric  disease,  or  wasting 
of  the  bowels,  convulsions,  immaturity,  and  various  brain  affections 
are  very  largely  responsible  for  the  number  of  deaths  amongst 
infants  and  young  children  in  this  table.  On  two  of  the  chief 
causes  1  have  already  touched,  but  another  important  one  should 
also  be  added,  and  that  is  hereditary  predisposition.  AVhen  it  is 
seen  that  hereditary  constitutional  disease  furnishes  such  a  for¬ 
midable  constituent  in  the  ranks  of  our  annual  infant  mortality, 
it  behoves  all  parents  to  give  much  careful  thought  and  study  to 
their  own  personal  health,  and  avoid  all  such  bodily  and  mental 
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excesses  as  inevitably  tend  to  an  aggravation  of  the  evil.  In  this 
matter  personal  effort  will  do  far  more  than  legislative  enactments, 
and  the  exercise  of  a  certain  amount  of  self-denial,  combined  with 
a  little  forethought  and  intelligence,  such  as  are  exhibited  in  the 
ordinary  daily  business  of  life,  must  in  the  course  of  time  have  a 
decided  influence  for  good. 

Finally,  Table  V.,  which  gives  the  mortality  at  different  periods 
of  life,  shows  that  the  rates  during  early  child  life  (one  year  to  five) 
are  pretty  evenly  distributed  over  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  Wards 
respectively,  but  glancing  at  the  corresponding  table  for  the  year 
1894,  we  again  find  slight  evidences  of  an  improved  condition  of 
things,  but  particularly  so  in  Swinton  district. 

In  the  month  of  March,  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  then  for  some 
few  weeks  rather  prevalent,  I  caused  precautionary  notices  to  be 
issued  throughout  the  district,  which,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
proved  useful  in  many  instances,  although  I  fear  my  instructions 
were  not  always  carried  out  with  that  care  and  forethought  which 
I  had  hoped  and  intended.  The  district  was  also  visited  with 
Epidemic  Influenza,  although  in  a  comparatively  mild  form,  during 
this  month,  and  the  same  steps  were  adopted  by  me  as  in  the 
former  years  of  visitation. 

In  April  I  drew  up  and  presented  for  your  consideration  a 
report  as  to  the  provision  of  an  infectious  diseases  hospital,  in 
which  I  shortly  stated  my  suggestions  as  to  the  probable  cost  of 
maintenance  and  erection  of  such  an  institution.  No  definite 
steps  were,  however,  taken,  but  I  hope  its  final  consideration  may 
not  long  be  deferred.  Many  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  round 
about  Manchester  have  lately  been  dealing  with  this  question,  and 
I  think  our  district  might  provide  a  suitable  building  at  a  com¬ 
paratively  reasonable  cost,  especially  as  we  shall  easily  be  able  to 
obtain  such  information  from  them  as  will  serve  to  guide  us  in  the 
necessary  outlay.  In  this  month,  also,  as  in  March,  the  question 
of  insanitary  dwellings  largely  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  and  as  a  result  of  numerous  inspections  by  a  sub¬ 
committee  of  your  body,  accompanied  by  the  Inspector  and 
myself,  we  were  enabled,  with  comparatively  little  difficulty,  to  get 
a  fair  amount  of  useful  work  accomplished. 
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In  June  and  July  my  attention  was  occupied  with  the  condition 
of  certain  dwellings  in  what  is  known  as  the  Croft  in  the  East 
Pendlebury  Ward,  and  I  made  certain  recommendations  in  regard 
to  them  which  have  received  careful  attention  at  your  hands, 
although  the  matter  is  not  yet  finally  settled.  Increased  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  matter  of  closets  to  numerous  dwellings  in  the 
more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  district  also  about  this  time 
demanded  attention,  and  as  a  result  of  our  reports  thereon  from 
various  parts,  that  has  been  largely  provided. 

In  November  two  cellar  dwellings  in  West  Pendlebury  were 
recommended  by  me,  on  attention  being  drawn  thereto  by  some  of 
the  members  of  the  Council,  to  be  closed  owing  to  insufficiency  of 
light  and  ventilation,  and  that  step  was  duly  carried  out,  the 
dwellings  on  the  ground  floor  being  at  the  same  time  put  in 
decent,  habitable  condition. 

I  regret  to  say  that  in  the  last  month  of  the  year  an  outbreak 
of  typhoid  fever  took  place  in  Gower  Street,  West  Pendlebury, 
for  which  (except  in  one  particular  dwelling)  no  very  definite  cause 
could  be  assigned.  We  have  made  specific  enquiries  into  the 
matter,  but  have  failed  to  discover  any  reason  for  its  appearance 
in  this  street  beyond  the  first  case  to  which  I  have  alluded.  A 
possible  explanation  is  that  infection  may  have  arisen  through  the 
patient’s  excreta  not  having  been  properly  disinfected,  and  being 
left  unduly  exposed  in  the  ashpits  of  the  dwellings,  this  giving 
occasion  for  the  further  spread  of  the  disease.  I  may  say  that  it 
has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  the 
bottom  of  the  adjoining  street  may  be  responsible  for  this  outbreak, 
but  I  do  not  think  this  at  all  likely,  seeing  that  particular  care  is 
taken  to  ensure  that  nothing  but  dry  ashes  is  thereon  deposited. 
I  have  on  several  occasions  inspected  this  tip,  but  have  never  seen 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  this  precaution  has  been  violated. 

The  Scavenging  and  Cleansing  of  the  district  is  now  carried  out, 
I  am  glad  to  note,  in  a  very  satisfiictory  manner,  but  I  think  a  little 
more  attention  might  with  advantage  be  paid  to  the  back  streets 
in  some  parts  of  the  district,  especially  in  the  more  densely  popu¬ 
lated  portions.  A  good  many  of  the  worst  streets  in  both  Swinton 
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and  Pendlebury — e.y.,  New  Street  in  the  latter  and  Gate  Street  in 
the  former — bear  striking  testimony  to  the  active  spirit  displayed 
by  the  Council  in  the  prosecution  of  public  improvements,  and  I 
feel  sure  it  will  persevere  in  the  good  work. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  inspection  has  been  duly 
carried  out  during  the  year  by  me,  as  occasion  has  demanded,  and, 
speaking  generally,  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  Bakehouses,  too,  are  periodically  visited  by  me,  but  I  have 
had  no  occasion  to  bring  before  your  notice  anything  calling  for 
specific  action.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  clean,  well  ventilated,  and 
adequately  adapted  to  their  work. 

Inspections  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  have  also 
been  made  by  me  at  occasional  periods  during  the  year,  and  where 
suggestions  have  been  made  for  certain  sanitary  improvements, 
they  have  always  been  adopted  most  readily. 

In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
the  results  of  my  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  have  to  be 
included  in  my  annual  report.  These  results  are  always  laid  before 
you,  month  by  month,  and  embodied  in  such  monthly  statement, 
both  verbally  and  in  writing.  Whilst  on  my  usual  professional 
rounds  in  the  district,  there  are  few  parts  of  it  left  un visited  day  by 
day,  and  any  observations  I  may  make  are  duly  recorded  and  brought 
before  you  with  my  recommendations  thereon.  One  great  result 
which  our  repeated  inspections  have  achieved  is,  I  think,  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  dwellings,  and  of  many  of  our 
public  streets. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  my  recommendation  in  last 
year’s  report,  re  the  provision  of  a  public  mortuary.  This  is 
truly  a  long-felt  want,  and  I  would  again  bring  this  to  your  notice, 
hoping  you  may  see  fit  to  adopt  it,  as  also  the  provision  recom¬ 
mended  for  more  effectively  dealing  with  street  accidents  and 
emergencies. 

My  Annual  Beport  has  always  to  close  wdth  a  reference  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  from 
what  I  have  previously  stated,  it  follows  that,  judging  from  a 
comparative  basis,  the  first  complete  year’s  work  of  the  new 
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Council  bears  evidence  on  its  face  that  a  great  deal  has  been  done 
to  improve  the  condition  of  those  parts  of  the  district  which  more 
particularly  need  it.  That  such  improvement  is  slow  and  gradual 
is  no  disparagement  to  a  governing  body  which  is  new  and  young 
at  its  work,  but,  on  the  whole,  it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  record 
that  under  its  regime  the  district  is  being  well  looked  after,  that 
its  general  sanitary  condition  at  the  close  of  1895  was  fairly  satis¬ 
factory,  and  that  there  is  certainly  every  desire  on  the  part  of  both 
the  Council  and  its  officials  to  effect  in  the  future  a  still  greater 
ratio  of  progress. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  HOSEGOOD,  M.K.C.S.  Eng.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Briar  Cottage,  Swinton, 

18th  January,  1896. 


P.S. — Appended  to  my  Report  will  be  found  the  usual  Tables 
(A  and  B)  filled  up  and  classified  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  I  should  have 
mentioned  in  the  body  of  my  Report  that  I  have  been 
furnished  by  the  Surveyor  to  the  Council  (Mr.  Entwisle) 
with  the  following  statement : — Number  of  houses  built  and 
tenanted  in  the  year  1895 — Swinton,  71;  Pendlebury,  49; 
total,  120. 


— Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness 

Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895,  in  the 
SwiNTON  AND  PeNDLEBURY  UrBAN  SaNITARY  DISTRICT;  classified  according 

TO  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Notification  compulsory  since  December  4,  1889. 
Isolation  Hospitals — 

Children’s  Hospital,  Pendlebury  (within  the  District). 
Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester  (outside  the  District). 


A.— TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

During  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to 

Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Area  of  Dibtrict  (in  Acres),  2,222.  Population  (Census  1891),  21,624  (including  the  Industrial  Schools). 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the  District  among  persons  belonging  thereto — No  information. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  District  among  persons  not  belonging  thereto — See  Hospital  above. 

The  heading  of  column  19  is  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  Influenza,  or  any  other  disease  which  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  record. 


REPORT 


OF 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

January  to  December,  1895, 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Swinton  and 
Pendlebury  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  summary  of  Sanitary  Work 
attended  to  during  the  year  1895. 

Nuisances  and  Repairs,  etc.,  Necessary  to  Property. 

Blocked  gullies  and  drains,  and  defective  condition  of  same  69 

Defective  structural  condition  of  houses  . . .  14 

Defective  sinkstone  pipes,  spouting,  and  water-closet  arrange¬ 
ment  .  16 

Allowing  waste  water  to  lodge  on  surface  of  land  .  11 

Deposit  of  ashes,  vegetables,  refuse  and  decayed  fish,  etc.,  in 

yards  and  passages,  and  near  roads .  23 

Defective  ashpits,  closets,  and  manure  receptacles  .  98 

Delay  in  emptying  of  ashpits  .  12 

Inefficient  emptying  of  ashpits  and  clearing  afterwards  .  22 

Defective  state  of  urinals . 3 

Prohibited  deposits  in  ashpits .  2 

Dirty  state  of  houses .  12 

Keeping  pigs  in  contravention  of  bye-laws .  9 

Overcrowding .  1 

Firing  of  house  chimneys .  24 

In  dealing  with  the  above  Nuisances,  etc.,  notices  have  been 
issued  as  follows  : — 

Notices  given  verbally  .  238 

Notices  by  letter .  102 

Legal  notices  served  .  21 
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Legal  proceedings  were  continued  in  two  cases  against  persons 
for  keeping  pigs  in  contravention  of  the  bye-laws,  the  result  of 
which  was  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  bye-laws. 

Smoke  Testing. 

Several  smoko  tests  liave  been  made  of  drains  connected  with 
different  properties,  showing  the  owners  unmistakably  where  the 
defects  existed,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  so  far  the  owners  have 
had  the  defects  satisfactorily  remedied. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  observations  taken  .  142 

Copies  of  the  observations  taken  each  month  have  been  for_ 
warded  to  the  owners  or  managers  of  the  works  dealt  with.  In 
one  case,  owing  to  the  excessive  amount  of  smoke  emitted,  legal 
proceedings  were  threatened,  since  which  time  some  improvement 
has  been  effected. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Swinton .  7  Pendlebury  .  8 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  clean; 
also  in  several  instances  where  slight  repairs,  etc.,  have  been 
pointed  out  to  the  occupiers  as  necessary,  prompt  attention  has 
been  given  to  same. 

Lodging  Houses. 

The  one  registered  lodging  house  has  been  visited,  and  is  kept 
in  a  satisfactory  condition ;  also  several  visits  have  been  paid  to 
other  not  common  lodging  houses,  but  no  special  fault  or  over¬ 
crowding  has  been  detected. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Swinton.  Pendlebury.  Total. 

Keepers  of  Cows  .  17  9  26 

Do,  Dairies  .  4  4  8 

Other  vendors  of  milk,  not  residents, 

supplying  the  district  .  ...  ...  18 

The  periodical  inspections  paid  to  the  above,  together  with  the 
compliance  on  the  part  of  the  owners  to  suggestions  made,  have 
resulted  in  the  places  being  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Aot,  1875,  and  Amendment  Act,  1879. 


The  shops  and  places  used  for  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs,  etc., 
have  been  kept  under  supervision.  Twenty-four  samples  (as 
under)  have  been  purchased,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  analysis,  with  the  result  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  samples, 
one  of  butter  and  one  of  milk,  all  were  certified  genuine  : — ■ 


Beer  . 

New  Milk . 

Mustard  . 

Lard  . 

Cheese  . 

Butter  . 

Unground  Ginger 


2 

6 

1 

4 

3 

6 

2 


Infectious  Cases. 

Nature  of  case  and  number  notified  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  413 

Typhoid  „  40 

Enteric  ,,  2 

Puerperal  „  1 

Erysipelas .  1 

Diphtheria  .  9 


Number  of  Visits  paid  to  infected  houses  for  the  purposes 
of  inspecting,  ascertaining  particulars,  cautioning 
householders,  removing  patients,  and  disinfecting  ...  1132 


Number  of  rooms  disinfected .  512 

Number  of  Patients  removed  to  Children’s  Hospital, 

Pendlebury .  10 

Do.  do.,  MonsalL  Manchester .  15 


—  25 

At  a  cost  of  £329. 


Disinfectants. 

Carbolic  Soap  and  Powder  has  been  freely  given  to  those  in 
charge  of  infectious  cases. 

Hackney  Coach  and  Omnibus,  etc..  Department. 


Number  of  Cabs  licensed  .  3 

Do.  Trams  do .  7 

Do.  Omnibuses  and  Waggonettes  .  10 

Do.  Drivers .  20 

Do.  Conductors  .  17 


19 


The  work  in  this  department  has  greatly  increased  during  the 
year,  owing  to  the  licensing  of  the  Trams,  Omnibuses,  etc.,  and 
all  vehicles  plying  for  hire  within  the  district. 

Ashpits. 

Number  Emptied. 


Januarv  to  June  . 

V 

Swinton. 

.  1634 

Pendlebury. 

1625 

July  to  December . 

.  1929 

1870 

3563 

3495 

3563 

Total . 

7058 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  BLEAKLEY, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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